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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

At the annual meeting of the executive council of the society 
on February 28, the superintendent read a paper on "Some 
Aspects of Lincoln's Career as a Whig Politician." The stated 
meeting of the council on April 10 was open to the public, and 
an audience of over a hundred, which filled the reading room to 
overflowing, assembled to hear "A Sketch of the Sioux Massacre 
of 1862," presented by Mr. Marion P. Satterlee of Minneapolis, 
who has given considerable attention to the collection of new 
material on this subject. The paper was illustrated with lantern 
slides. It is of interest to note that there were in the audience 
quite a number of people who played a part in the events of the 
outbreak. Among them were: George A. Brackett, quarter- 
master of General Sibley's expedition of 1863, who was with 
Lieutenant Ambrose Freemen when the latter was killed, and 
who hid from the Indians on the prairie for several days before 
regaining the command ; Charles S. Plummer, a member of the 
Sibley expedition of 1863 ; Oliver P. Dutton, who was in the 
United States secret service, and was present at the execution of 
the thirty-eight Indians at Mankato, December 26, 1862 ; Milton 
Stubbs, a member of Strout's Company, who took part in the 
engagement with the Indians at Acton, September 3, 1862 ; Mar- 
garet King Horan, a refugee at Fort Ridgely throughout the 
siege ; Mary E. Schwandt Schmidt, who was taken captive by the 
Indians and was among those liberated at Camp Release by 
General Sibley and his command; Amelia Busse Reynolds, who 
was captured at Middle Creek, August 18, 1862, and was among 
those held at Camp Release ; and Nathan Butler, a civil engineer, 
who built the cabin at Acton in which the first killing of the 
whites occurred. 

Through the United Press the society is furnishing to many of 
the evening papers of the state a series of daily items of from 
fifty to seventy-five words each on "Minnesota Geographic Names 
and Their Historical Significance." Most of the data for this 
series are supplied by Mr. Upham. The items are being used 
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by the following papers : Rochester Post and Record, Red Wing 
Republican, Mankato Free Press, Mankato Review, St. Cloud 
Journal-Press, St. Cloud Times, Minneapolis Journal, Minne- 
apolis Tidende, St. Paul News, Virginian (Virginia), Bemidji 
Pioneer, Crookston Times, Moorhead News, Fergus Falls Journal, 
Brainerd Dispatch, and possibly by others. The fifteen listed 
have a combined circulation of about half a million. Each item 
carries at the head a line giving credit to the Minnesota Histori- 
cal Society for the preparation of the material. It is believed 
that this enterprise will have two advantages: It will tend to 
promote an interest in Minnesota history, and it will bring the 
society to the attention of the people of the state. 

Attention has been already called to the plan of the society for 
developing a great collection of material relating to the Scan- 
dinavians in the United States. Recently an arrangement was 
made with the regents of the University of Minnesota by which 
the field of Scandinavian material was divided between the 
libraries of the university and of the Minnesota Historical 
Society. It is now understood that the university will confine 
its collection in this field to Scandinavian languages and litera- 
tures and materials relating to the history of the Scandinavian 
countries themselves, while the society will collect materials 
relating to these peoples in America. In accordance with this 
understanding the university library turned over to the society 
the extensive and valuable O. N. Nelson collection which it has 
possessed for a number of years. In exchange for this material 
the university will receive from the library of the society an 
equivalent from its duplicates and from material which is out- 
side its proper scope. 

The Taylor Papers 

Mrs. Charles L. Alden, who was Mary Langford Taylor, a 
daughter of Consul James W. Taylor, was a recent visitor at the 
rooms of the society and told of the circumstances attending the 
deposit of the Taylor Papers with the society. It seems that 
after Taylor's death in April, 1893, all of his papers, which were 
very bulky because he saved everything, were shipped to Mrs. 
Alden at her home in Troy, New York. Governor William R. 
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Marshall was then acting as secretary of the Minnesota His- 
torical Society and suggested to Mrs. Alden that such of the 
papers as were of historical importance should be turned over to 
the society. For two or three months she spent several hours a 
day going through the mass of material and destroying what 
seemed to be too personal or inconsequential to make its preser- 
vation desirable. The remainder was packed in a trunk and 
shipped to the society and Governor Marshall receipted for it. 
Shortly afterwards he resigned his position as secretary and 
removed to California, and the trunk appears to have rested 
undisturbed in a storeroom in the Old Capitol until its discovery 
a little over a year ago. 

The publication of the sketch of Consul Taylor in the Bulletin 
has attracted considerable attention both in Canada and the 
United States. The Manitoba Free Press of Winnipeg in its 
issue of February 26 contained a review of the article by Isaac 
Cowie, and a longer review, with extensive extracts, also by Mr. 
Cowie, appeared in the March issue of the Western Home 
Monthly, a magazine published in Winnipeg. The latter notice is 
accompanied by reproductions of pictures of Taylor, the steam- 
boat "Anson Northrup," Fort Pembina, and "Riel at exercise in 
prison yard at Regina, 1885." 

Since the publication of the bibliography of Taylor's writings 
in the November issue of the Bulletin, the following additional 
items have come to light: 

The October election ; how can a Democrat most effectually sup- 
port the government and the Union by his vote? [St. Paul, 
Press Printing Company, pr., 1861.] 7 p. 

A reprint of a series of communications signed "A Democrat," 
which appeared in the St. Paul Daily Press, September 14, 15, and 17, 
1861. Taylor's authorship of the series is established by the nota- 
tion "By J. W. Taylor of St. Paul" in his own hand below the title 
on the copy of the pamphlet in volume 31 of the Donnelly Pam- 
phlets. 

[Address on the relations of British America and the United 
States.] Proceedings of the International Commercial Con- 
vention . . . Portland, Me., August 4th and 5th, 1868, 42-50. 
(Portland, B. Thurston & Company, pr., 1868. 160 p.). 
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Gifts 

General Charles H. Whipple of Los Angeles has presented the 
original draft of a report on the Indians and the causes of the 
Sioux War made to the board of missions of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in 1868 by his father Bishop Whipple ; also a 
volume containing fifteen pamphlets, mostly addresses of Bishop 
Whipple, and a set of the Memoirs of General William T. 
Sherman containing autographic inscriptions in each volume. 
The inscription in the first of these volumes reads : "To Maj. 
C. H. Whipple, son of my great and good Friend Bishop Whipple 
of Minnesota, with love and veneration for the father and 
earnest wishes for the honor and happiness of the son. W. T. 
Sherman, General. New York, Oct. 9, 1886." 

The society is receiving the issues of the Eau Claire (Wis- 
consin) Telegram containing a series of historical and reminis- 
cent articles relating to early lumbering activities in the 
Chippewa Valley. The articles are illustrated with old photo- 
graphs, and throw considerable light on the characteristics of 
this important pioneer industry not only in this region but in the 
entire Northwest. Mr. William Bartlett of Eau Claire is 
responsible for the articles and is assisting the society to secure 
a complete file. Mr. Bartlett recently acquired for the Wisconsin 
Historical Society several large and valuable collections of the 
papers of early lumbering companies. It is to be hoped that 
similar collections of some of the Minnesota companies and of 
individuals prominent in the industry may in time be received by 
the Minnesota Historical Society. 

Four manuscript books containing accounts and lists of 
members of the Skandinaviske Arbeiderforening, or Scandinavian 
Workingmen's Society, of Minneapolis, which appears to have 
flourished from 1885 to 1901, have been received from Mr. 
Thorwald E. Nelson of Minneapolis. Mr. Nelson has also pre- 
sented a manuscript copy of his speech at the unveiling of the 
monument to Rev. M. Falk Gjertsen in Lakewood Cemetery, 
Minneapolis, September 12, 1915, and a partial file of souvenir 
programs of various Scandinavian and Norwegian singers' asso- 
ciations. Additional issues of these programs have been received 
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from others, but the following are still lacking: United Scan- 
dinavian Singers' Association, first, second, fifth, and sixth; 
Northwestern Scandinavian Singers' Association, first to fifth 
inclusive ; Norwegian Singers' Association of America, thirteenth ; 
and Red River Valley Scandinavian Singers' Association, first. 
Persons having copies of any of these issues are urged to send 
them in for preservation in the society's library. 

The project of preparing a collection of photographs of 
prominent citizens of Minnesota for the society, which has been 
undertaken by Lee Brothers of Minneapolis, has made consid- 
erable progress, and fifty-six photographs have been received. 
These are very fine pictures, and each is accompanied by data 
of a biographical character supplied by the subject. Many more 
pictures have been taken for the collection but have not yet been 
completed and turned over to the society. Four of the pictures 
designed for the collection were reproduced in the rotogravure 
section of the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune of April 23. 

Learning that Mr. John R. Cummins of Minneapolis possessed 
a set of diaries which he had kept for about sixty years and 
which he might be willing to present to the society, the super- 
intendent visited Mr. Cummins and readily persuaded him to 
turn over the set, which begins in 1855 and continues to the 
present. Mr. Cummins came to Minnesota from Pennsylvania in 
1856 and located on a farm at Eden Prairie. Later he was a 
farmer for the Ojibway Indians at Leech Lake for a time. 
While much of the material in the diaries relates to the weather 
and daily occupations, material by the way which is sometimes of 
considerable use, they contain also occasional items of especial 
importance, such as contemporary references to the constitutional 
convention in 1857 and to the battle of Shakopee between the 
Ojibways and Dakotas. 

From Hon. John R. Swann, mayor of Madison, Minnesota, 
has been received a letter written by Stephen R. Riggs of Lac qui 
Parle on November 19, 1850, to S. L. Babcock, Esq. It contains 
sketches of "the first settlement of Lac qui Parle," "Lac qui Parle 
mission station," and the "first corn mill in Minnesota." This 
letter had been sent to Mayor Swann by Mrs. Elisabeth von 
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Wedelstaedt Lambert of White Bear, Minnesota. In acknowl- 
edging the donation, the superintendent wrote to Mrs. Lambert 
as well as to Mayor Swann, and as a result of the correspondence 
thus opened, the society has received from Mrs. Lambert quite a 
number of other donations of interest and value, including three 
Mexican figurines, a Mexican sombrero, an African hat, a Dakota 
Indian bow and two arrows, and other museum items, some 
documents relating to Count Heinrich von Wedelstaedt of 
Indiana, a collection of election tickets, programs, and news- 
paper clippings, and a broadside entitled "St. Paul, Minnesota in 
its Infancy." 

In the last number of the Bulletin announcement was made 
of the gift of a copy of The First Minnesota published "by a 
detachment of the typographical fraternity of the First Minne- 
sota Regiment" at Berryville, Virginia, March 11, 1862. This 
copy, it appears, is a facsimile made about 1895, but the society 
has since received from Mr. Edward A. Stevens of Minneapolis, 
who was one of the "detachment," his copies of the original of 
this issue and also of a second issue dated March 13. Mr. 
Stevens believes that there are only four or five originals of the 
first issue in existence, and that this copy of the second issue is 
unique. 

Some specimens of early eighteenth-century builders' hard- 
ware have been presented by Mr. Herbert C. Varney of St. Paul. 
They comprise nails, spikes, and hinges, all handmade, which 
"were taken from timbers forming the ell of the house built in 
Stratham, New Hampshire, about the year 1710, by 'Judge' 
Andrew Wiggin, grandson of Thomas Wiggin, first governor of 
the settlements on the Piscataqua River, now New Hampshire, 
and also a grandson of Anne Bradstreet, the first New England 
poetess. The main part of the house is still standing much in 
its original condition." 

From Mr. Cyrus R. Stone of St. Paul has been received a 
collection of letters and a diary written while he was serving as 
a soldier in the Sixteenth New York Volunteer Infantry during 
the Civil War; also a manuscript narrative of his observations 
and experiences during the war based in part on the contemporary 
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letters. Mr. Stone is about to move to Briar Hill, St. Lawrence 
County, New York. 

Three invoices of 1864, listing goods sold to "H. C. Smith & 
Co." by "J- L. Forepaugh & Co., Jobbers of Foreign and Domestic 
Dry Goods, Yankee Notions, &c," by "Borup & Champlin, 
Wholesale Grocers, Forwarding and Commission Merchants," 
and by "Beaupre & Kelly, Wholesale Grocers, Forwarding & 
Commission Merchants," all of St. Paul, have been presented by 
Mr. J. P. Funk. They throw an interesting light on prices during 
the Civil War period. 

Mr. W. W. Cutler of St. Paul has presented a file of the 
Harvard Graduates' Magazine from its beginning in 1892 to the 
present date, twenty-four volumes, and has agreed to keep up 
the file in the future. The Harvard Graduates' Magazine is 
quite different from the usual alumni publication, and this file 
will be a valuable addition to the library. 

An interesting addition to the museum is a brilliant red mili- 
tary coat which was worn in the War of 1812 by Erastus Root, 
brigadier general of the New York militia and at one time 
lieutenant governor of New York. The coat is a gift from Mr. 
Asher Murray of Wadena, Minnesota. 

From Judge John W. Willis of St. Paul has been received a 
wall map of St. Anthony and Minneapolis in 1856, "compiled, 
drawn & published by Chapman & Curtis, Civil Engineers, 
Draughtsmen & Land Agents, St. Anthony Falls, Minnesota." 
The scale is five hundred feet to the inch. 

Governor Burnquist has turned over to the society the engrossed 
and duly authenticated copy of the concurrent resolution adopted 
by the United States Senate and House of Representatives on 
March 11, 1916, accepting from the state of Minnesota the statue 
of Henry Mower Rice to be placed in Statuary Hall. 

A foot muff of olden times, a photograph of Fifth Street, St. 
Paul, in 1866, and a large number of miscellaneous books and 
pamphlets have been presented by Mrs. George E. Tuttle of 
Minneapolis. 
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Mr. Frederick G. Ingersoll has presented a framed picture of 
the members of the Old Settlers' Association of Minnesota taken 
at the time of the annual meeting in 1885. 

From Miss Rhoda Emery of St. Paul has been received a col- 
lection of letters written by her grandfather, James George of 
Ohio, and recounting his experiences in the Mexican War. 



